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Formulating Regulatory Policies for Distance Education in China

Li Jiang

Review of the current policies in distance education in China shows that they can be roughly classified
concerning the following four areas: access, pricing, quality, and information, which form the preliminary
regulatory system for distance education. It also shows there exist outstanding issues, i.e., unclear target
orientation, incomplete legislation, loose law enforcement, imbalance of demand and supply, and
out- of- date research. The author puts forward a series of possible solutions to these issues. Meanwhile,

she further elaborates the basic policy system for each of the four areas, and analyzes the necessity of

these regulatory policies, their values and deficiencies.

Learning in Web 2.0 Environment

Liang Bin

Web 2.0 marks the beginning of a new era of the Internet, and brings about enormous possibilities for
learning. Through literature review, the author endeavors to depict the nature of learning in Web 2.0 envi-
ronment. The study shows that learning in Web 2.0 environment has the following characteristics. First, its
decentralization and socialization provides learners with more flexibility, more freedom and more control from
metacognitive perspectives. Second, the learning resources in Web 2.0 environment are more accessible to
the public, and sustained support service is also available. Third, though there exist problems such as trust
modes, redundant information, user privacy and copyright, etc., knowledge management in such environ-
ment is becoming more and more important.

The existing literature shows more interest in collaborative learning and autonomous learning in Web 2.0
environment. The author suggests approaches to distributed learning design in such environment. The lifelike
interpersonal network and the popular classification make it easier for the learner to identify other learners in
the same field, hence, promoting the formation of learning communities. Learners organize themselves into
various learning communities with different themes and interest, to engage themselves in distributed learning
in Web 2.0 learning platforms.

Finally, the paper points out two areas to be emphasized: fostering learners' ability to succeed in on-

line learning and to collaborate with other learners, and promoting desirable moral netiquette.

Fostering Self- regulated Learning Abilities in Online Learning

Wang Zhengcong and Ding Xin

Systematic studies of self- regulated learning started in the 1970's and gradually developed into a hot
issue in fields like education and psychology. This paper focuses on self- regulated learning abilities, which
play a key role in influencing adult learners' academic success.

Based on a questionnaire survey of students from nine learning centers in Guangdong and Guangxi of
an online higher education institute, this paper investigates these adult learners' IT abilities and self- regulat-
ed learning abilities. The authors analyze the application of the online teaching platform and design a train-
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ing mode for self- regulated learning based on the platform. They also develop a sub-system for learning
plan management. A detailed account is also provided of the three key factors of the training mode and

other elements which may also influence its effectiveness.

Capacity Building: A Radio and Television University Perspective

Ji Ping

Eight years after the implementation of the Pilot Project of Open Education, open and distance educa-
tion in the RTVU system has moved from a phase of rapid development into one of capacity building. The
key issue facing the RTVU system nowadays is how to enhance its comprehensive strength and core com-
petitiveness, so as to maintain its sustainable development. In view of the social environment and popular-
ization of higher education in China, capacity building is not only an effective means to solving acute
problems that the RTVU system is faced with, but also a strategic choice for future development.

The basic issues for the RTVU system are its educational orientation, system construction, and capacity
building. The author analyzes these issues with a focus on the following six areas: establishing and devel-
oping courses to meet social needs, producing high- quality learning resources, recruiting and developing
qualified teaching staff, implementing suitable teaching models, constructing a public service system, and
fostering a RTVU culture. Capacity building in the RTVU system aims for the improvement of educational

quality and the overall realization of the functions of distance education, culture and economy.

An Analysis of Online Participation in a Distance Teacher
Development Program

Li Yinling and Zhang Chao

Web- based distance training is a learning experience emphasizing participation, sharing and contribu-
tion from each trainee. Due to the lack of explicitly perceived indicators of learners' participation, a key is-
sue for carrying out formative assessment and determining effectiveness of the training lies in how to ap-
propriately evaluate learners' participation and learning. Online participation and learning is an important in-
dex for the teacher development program. A rational evaluation index for learners' participation and learning
will help guide and standardize learners' performance.

This paper analyzes online participation from surface performance and deep performance. Surface per-
formance refers to click- browse, reply- create, finish- submit, and contribute- share; while deep performance
refers to statements of personal views, reflection and evaluation, sharing and contribution, support and help,
interaction and creation. The authors discuss the evaluation of these different performances, and design a
Participation Analysis Evaluation Form. Finally, using an example, they try to show learners' participation us-

ing radar picture, so that learners can see their own performance and encourage themselves in their par-

ticipation.




