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Design—based Research: Innovative Educational Research Paradigm
WANG Wen-jing

State Key Laboratory of Cognitive Neuroscience and Learning, Beijing Normal University

Abstract: Design—based research (DBR) is a new paradigm developed in answer to the challenges posed to the
educational research from knowledge —based economy. DBR fully respects the special characteristics of education,
regarding it as an objective and complicated activity taking place in authentic situations. DBR highly concerns the
situation —based construction of knowledge, asserting that knowledge is generated through construction and can only
achieve its objectivity and trustfulness through the examinations in various situations. DBR proactively integrates
qualitative and quantitative studies, revealing the mechanism and trajectory of learning issues through iterative cycle of
speculation.
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